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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY! Haircuts
Men $11+ • Women $15+

M - T - W 8AM-5PM
30 Years Experience

Kevin Chapman
          at

101 Pat Haralson Memorial Dr C, 
Blairsville, GA 30512

Old Barber, New Town

One & Two Hour Rides offered for rides 
through serene woods, open meadows and 
mountain streams.  Reservations recommended 

Book now for your fall foliage 
ride in one of North Georgia’s 

most beautiful mountain settings 

Guided Trail Ride 
Fall Foliage from Horseback  

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE!

Advertise with other 
Local Business here in 

the Blairsville area!
Contact Derek Richards

706-994-8973
or 706-745-6343

Installing
Insulation
Hanging

Sheetrock
Finishing
Texturing

FREE
ESTIMATES

Young Harris Hwy.
Blairsville, GA

ICH
DRYWALL

706-745-5307

All 
Materials
Furnished

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth HemphillGeorge 423-305-8958

Epilepsy 
Support Group
You are not alone!
We meet the last Saturday of the 

Month at 3 o’clock at 
Cook’s Restaurant in Blairsville, GA

Serving North Georgia since 1997
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience • Insured 

Local & Long Hauls

  Cathy Jarrett
  Licensed Insurance Agent

  706-781-7832 • cathy@cathyjarrett.com

Life • Health • Medicare Products

Annual Enrollment for Medicare
is October 15th - December 7th
Let me help you make the right 
decisions concerning your healthcare 
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Wreaths...continued from Page 1A Honaker...continued from Page 1A

to purchase 400 wreaths, though 
the actual number of wreaths to 
be placed by volunteers that 
day in Canton will be greater 
than 11,000.

“On National Wreaths 
Across America Day each 
December, volunteers place 
wreaths on individual veterans’ 
graves in over 1,200 locations 
t h rough  t he  U .S . ,  w i th 
ceremonies at sea, and at each 
of the national cemeteries on 
foreign soil,” according to 
Knights literature.

Continues the literature: 
“The Knights of Columbus 
are dedicated to ensuring that 
every headstone at the Georgia 
National Cemetery in Canton 
is adorned with a live holiday 
wreath this year. The Knights 
of Columbus have successfully 
sponsored this drive locally for 
several years.”

Bi l l  Lyon and Dan 
Poirier, both of Assembly 2563, 
have been working closely 
to make sure that this year’s 
wreath fund drive is a success.

“We’re just doing our 
small part to make sure these 
veterans aren’t forgotten,” said 

Lyon. 
Along with its association 

with St. Francis of Assisi in 
Blairsville, Assembly 2563 
is also affiliated with St. 
Anthony Catholic Church of 
Blue Ridge. 

The Knights ask that 
anyone wanting to donate to 
cover the cost of one or more of 
the 400 wreaths for this year’s 
Wreaths Across America Day 
mail the following information 
to P.O. Box 1448, Blue Ridge, 
GA 30513: name, address, 
phone number and email 
address.

Donation checks should 
be filled out to Knights of 
Columbus Assembly 2563 and 
mailed to the same Blue Ridge 
P.O. Box with the information 
requested.

The sponsorship of one 
wreath costs $15, a family 
sponsorship of $60 covers 
four wreaths, a small business 
sponsorship costs $150 and 
covers 10 wreaths, while a 
corporate sponsorship will 
allow for the purchase of 100 
wreaths for $1,500.

“Individual wreaths are 

$15, but for each two wreaths 
purchased, the Knights will 
receive a third wreath without 
charge,” according to the 
Knights.

For people wanting to pay 
by credit card, they can go to 
www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.
org and select donate, then 
“Sponsor a wreath with a local 
fundraising group.”

T h e  w e b p a g e  w i l l 
redirect to the donation website, 
at which point donors should 
put in the Knights’ group ID, 
which is GA0153, and follow 
the instructions from there.

Questions about the 
Wreaths Across America 
campaign can be directed 
t o  ( 7 7 0 )  3 7 7 - 2 3 7 7  o r 
miaga30512@gmail.com.

“Anyone wishing to 
help with laying wreaths is 
recommended to be at the 
Georgia National Cemetery 
early,  as parking is  at  a 
premium,” according to the 
Knights. “Wreath laying will 
start at 11 a.m. … (on) Saturday, 
Dec. 16.”

As of press time Monday, 
only 15 of 400 wreaths had been 
sponsored through the official 
Wreaths Across America 
donation website.

Mortuary Activities. 
In short, he served as a 

caretaker for all those who so 
valiantly and bravely laid down 
their lives for their country, for 
the American people and for 
the freedoms and liberties that 
every American citizen enjoys 
to this day. 

Like many U.S. soldiers 
who either enlisted or was 
drafted during the 1960s, 
Honaker is a veteran of the 
Vietnam War, having served 
two tours in Vietnam as a 
Graves Registration Specialist, 
from 1966 – 1967 and from 
1969 – 1970. 

“  I  f o u n d  m y s e l f 
responsible for caring for 
those who died serving our 
country,” said Honaker. “I 
don’t regret for one minute 
the service for my country, 
not one minute do I regret. 
Would I have liked to have 
not gone to Vietnam? Yes, it 
would have been nice. But I 
don’t even regret that because 
I was able to serve my country 
and to serve those who fell 
on the battlefield and to serve 
their families who waited 
anxiously for their loved one 
to be returned to them.”

Like many who served 
during the Vietnam War, like 
many of those who serve 
during wart imes and in 
warzones, the war did not 
leave Honaker when his tours 
in Vietnam ended. For many 
years following, both during 
his time in the military and 
after when he went on to serve 
as a Christian missionary 
and pastor, the past events 
he experienced in those 
jungles clung to him, though 
differently compared to most. 

Honaker wanted his 
experience in the war to be 
accessible to his family and 
loved ones and to those years 
from now who might wonder 
what happened during those 
tumultuous times. 

“In early 2000 I began 
thinking about putting some 
thoughts on paper about 
my two tours in Vietnam,” 
said Honaker. “I wanted my 
children, my grandchildren 
and future generations to know 
what I did in Vietnam.

“When I was writing, I 
had no intention of publishing 
a book for the world to read. 
I didn’t want to do it. But 

Union County Lion Karen Clark introduced Honaker in the 
Oct. 26 meeting. Photo/Lily Avery
as I progressed, and others 
read what I was writing, they 
encouraged me that it was a 
story that needed to be told. 

“So, in October of 2014 
I wrote the book, ‘The Dead 
Were Mine.’ It details my two 
tours in Vietnam. It goes into a 
lot more detail about what I did 
and why I got into that.” 

Using diaries, notes and 
slideshows he kept during 
his time in the service, as 
well as case files and reports, 
Honaker’s book joined the 
ranks of more than 400 titles 
that have been written about 
the Vietnam War and the 
struggles those soldiers faced 
both overseas and when they 
returned home, unwelcomed 
and still trying to sort through 
the pieces of their life during 
the war. 

“I have received letters 
and comments from combat 
veterans and civilians who 
have thanked me for writing 
that book,” said Honaker. 
“They said, ‘I had no idea what 
happened to my buddy when 
I put him on that helicopter.’ 
They had no idea what 
happened and for them to be 
able to read that book and be 
able to understand how well 
they were cared for and the 
degree that the United States 
government took to make sure 

that everything was done for 
them, gave them peace.”  

Families need closure 
for their loved ones who never 
came home. Soldiers need 
closure for their comrades 
who fell during the rage and 
violence of war. And for a 
moment, no matter how brief, 
Honaker can provide solace 
to those who survived, letting 
them know that the person 
for whom they grieved was 
abundantly cared for after their 
passing. 

“For those who have 
been in war, it is all still very 
real,” said Honaker. “It doesn’t 
go away. It’s still emotional. 
It’s still there. You never get 
over it.”

Please note that the 
Blairsville, GA area Parkin-
son’s  Disease  Support  Group  
(PDSG) no longer meets at the 
Cabin Coffee Company, rather 
we meet at the First United 
Methodist Church of Union 
County (UMC), located at 938 
Highway 515, Blairsville, GA. 
We meet the second Wednes-
day at 3 p.m. N(Nov1,Z1)CA

Parkinson’s
Support  Group

The scholarship program 
that is the reason for the Run 
Above The Clouds road races 
is funded by sponsorships 
from local businesses and in-
dividuals and some contribu-
tions of material and services 
which help offset operating 
costs. This year as in the past, 
most of the sponsors have 
been with us for some time 
and a few new folks have been 
added to the list. Response has 
been good and we feel con-
fident that we will be able to 
maintain a level of scholarship 
offerings that we set when we 
recently expanded the offering 
from one to four years.

This year’s premier 
sponsors included United 
Community Bank, Allstate 
Insurance (The Enota Group), 
Blue Ridge Mountain EMC, 
Alexander’s Store, Knepper 
Heating and Air, and Troncalli 
Subaru.

Among the regular busi-
ness sponsors we welcomed 
Akins & Davenport, PC;   
Cone & Associates, CPA;  

Paradise Hills Resort and the 
Lance Law Firm in Blairsville 
and Chestatee Ford and Ya-
hoola Creek Grill in Dahlone-
ga. Regular sponsors return-
ing included DMI Collision, 
Logan Turnpike Mill, Louise 
McTaggart, Realtor; Suches 
Dirt Daubers, Wet ‘n’ Wild Car 
Wash, Budget Propane, Milton 
Martin Toyota, Cabin Coffee, 
Ware Chevrolet, Union Gener-
al Hospital, Jim’s Smokin’ Q,  
Southern Bank and Trust, Two 
Wheels of Suches, Mikes Sea-
food Market and Grill, Nelson 
Tractor Co.; Total Recovery 
Paint & Body, Jerry Hender-
son State Farm (Blairsville), 
Donna Minnich State Farm 
(Dahlonega), Byers Well Drill-
ing, Southeast Spray Foam, 
and Southeast Geothermal.

Other business sponsor-
ship came from Nationwide 
Insurance (Blairsville), Jones 
Insurance Agency, Joseph E. 
Bork, DDS; Sunset Builders, 
The Downtown Development 
Authority of Blairsville, The 
Lake Winfield Scott Cabin 

Owners Assoc., the brother-
hood breakfast group at Zion 
Baptist Church, Mountain 
Crossings, Mountain Property 
Ltd., and Park Sterling Bank.

Gifts of goods or ser-
vices came from Stroud P. 
Stacy Esq., Suches.com, West 
Printing, North Georgia News, 
Cooper Creek Pottery, Coosa 
Creek Marketing Products, 
Brasstown Valley Resort, Wolf 
Mountain Vineyards, Big 
Peach Running, Odom Springs 
Vineyard, The Wine Shoppe, 
Candice Youngberg.

Individuals who sup-
ported us include Lamar Paris, 
Jim & Lexi Adkins, Blair and 
Pam Hyatt, Betsy Chamberlin, 
Wally and Diane Duffy, Stan 
and Pat Kunka, Jim Cain and 
Marc Puckett.

These are the people 
who make possible scholar-
ships for Suches high school 
graduates and post-gradu-
ates and the Run Above The 
Clouds urge you to patronize 
the businesses and thank the 
individuals. 

Run Above the Clouds recognizes their sponsors


